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The Dilemma of the Gap Between Strategy and Tactics in the IDF

Ebrahim Kimiyaei Devin’
Mohammad Hossein Safaei"

Abstract:

The gap between strategy and tactics in a military force refers to the disconnect between high-
level command procedures and the daily tactics employed by frontline troops. This vacuum can
lead to confusion, inefficiency, and, ultimately, the failure of a military force. The Israel Defense
Forces, despite its geostrategic vulnerabilities and limited manpower, remains one of the world's
most prominent armed forces, constantly striving to overcome this dilemma. To address this issue,
successive chiefs of staff of the IDF have developed a methodological process based on
postmodern philosophical analysis—particularly Foucauldian epistemology—to align learning
theories with the challenges faced by both command and frontline units. This process serves as
an intermediary layer between strategy and tactics, bridging the gap between command-level
decisions and the actions of tactical operators on the battlefield. This study employs descriptive
and content analysis methods, examining strategic defense documents of Israel using ATLAS.ti
software, to clarify the theoretical domain connecting strategy, tactics, and operational objectives
in the IDF. Findings indicate that the IDF prioritizes targeting enemy systems—rather than just
opposing armies—to mitigate the strategy-tactics gap. By identifying and disrupting the strengths
and weaknesses of these systems, the IDF seeks to unbalance adversaries. Accordingly, every
IDF operation is designed not only to influence battlefield events but also to psychologically
impact both its own society and the enemy. In essence, Israel aims to paralyze enemy centers of
gravity, exploit psychological effects from the opponent’s inability to respond, and ultimately
destabilize and collapse its adversaries.
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