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Deception and Treachery in the Military Conduct and Leadership of Imam
Ali (AS)

Seyyed Reza Darvishi!, Abumoslem Mohammadi?

Abstract

Deception has played a vital role in the fate of human endeavors throughout history as one of the most
important operational tactics. Numerous instances of its application have been recorded in Islamic battles
and even in contemporary wars. Today, deception in warfare can be applied both at a macro level such as
in planning, offensive and defensive strategies, command, and tactics and at a micro level, namely in the
direct confrontation of a Muslim fighter with the enemy on the battlefield. One of the significant and
practical topics surrounding the saying of the Prophet of Islam (PBUH): “Indeed, war is deception,” is the
permissibility or impermissibility of using “deception” and “treachery” when confronting and waging war
against the enemy in the military conduct of Amir al-Mu'minin (AS). This research is descriptive in
methodology and qualitatively and practically oriented, aiming to extract and analyze relevant topics from
the Quran, Hadith, and sources of jurisprudence, history, and exegesis. The findings indicate that Amir al-
Mu'minin (AS) used deception only in warfare against enemies but never resorted to treachery, which
implies cunning and betrayal aimed at defeating the enemy by any means possible. Apart from warfare,
deception in Islam is not permissible as a means of overcoming the enemy, and treachery, breach of trust,
betrayal, and failure to uphold oaths and agreements, both in war and outside of it, is not allowed.

Keywords: Amir al-Mu'minin (AS), Deception, Treachery, Military Conduct and Leadership
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